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n early-week storm system produced substantial
rainfall from portions of the Corn Belt into the

Northeast and from eastern Texas to the Delta, but
brought only limited drought relief to the parched lower
Southeast.  Enough rain dampened southern Florida,
however, to ease irrigation requirements and curb the threat
of wildfires.  Cool air trailed the system into the South and
East, holding weekly temperatures 3 to 7oF below normal
in the interior Southeast and 3 to 9oF below normal in
New England.  The persistently cool, wet conditions in the
Northeast further slowed fieldwork and crop development.
Cool weather, accompanied by midweek showers, also
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